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This poster examines how British colonial policies

reshaped Manipuri women’s role in the market and

gender relations, and how market women negotiated

and resisted to the changes. It highlights women’s

agency and the resilience of indigenous gendered

economies.
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Research Methodology:

•Archival Research of British 

Administrative reports

•Administrative Report of the 

State of Manipur treaties

•Manipur Gazette

•Oral History records

Questions:

•How did British colonial economic policies attempt 

to restructure women’s roles in the market?

• In what ways did Manipuri market women 

negotiate, resist, or adapt to these interventions? 

•What do these encounters reveal about the limits of 

colonial authority and the resilience of indigenous 

gendered economies?

Second Nupi Lan (Women’s War)

Findings:

•Market women actively negotiated and resisted colonial policies.

•Precolonial economic authority enabled strategies of protest 

and adaptation.

•This is evident in the First (1904) and Second Nupi Lan (1939-

40) which exposed the limits of colonial control.

•Colonial policies disrupted social economic, and gendered 

networks, but women's collective power persisted.
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